X

EPILOGUE
Sociological study of early communities in all parts
of the world has clearly revealed the vital part played by
folk-dances in the social life of these communities. To a large
extent, they served the purpose of an educational institution,
in as much as they provided opportunities for the young to be
trained to shoulder the responsibilities of tribal life.
Emotional outbursts found an easy and natural outlet in
dance. Important events like the initiation of a youth, the
preparation of a war or a hunt, the celebration of a victory
etc., which carried emotion to a high pitch were celebrated
with a dance, that being the conventional medium whick
offered full and satisfactory expression to the tcibals. Though
dance did serve the purpose of recreation, it was never
thought ro be so by the primitive because the magical signi-
ficance was so dominating that it threw all other values into
complete background. Other advantages were derived as an
unconscious result only. Educational training and emotional
relief were never sought after through dance. Again in the
primitive stage, life was an organized whole and was neves
treated in compartments as is usually done today.
Societies, however, are not static; they are always chang-
ing. Change, in fact, is essential for their very existence. In
the evolutionary process of societies, social institutions are
affected by modification and adaptation, Acquisition of new
knowledge and a different approach to causal relationship
has, in the past, wrought drastic changes in social thought
and practice. The magical significance attached to dancing
lost its ground in course of time. New religious faiths came
into existence. In some, dancing was tabooed, is others it